Volume 3, Issue 11

Mississippi Beef Cattle
Improvement Association

November 2006

Mississippi Beef Cattle Improvement Association—Productivity and Quality

Beef Quality Assurance Training Opportunities on the Way

Upcoming events:
•

November 6, 14—Beef Cattle Herd
Health Short Course, Distance education sites throughout MS, AL, and
LA

•

November 9—Mississippi BCIA Annual Fall Bull Sale, Hinds Community
College Bull Sale Facility, Raymond,
MS, 12:00 noon

•

December 5—Beef Quality Assurance
Training, Meridian, MS, 6:30 p.m.

•

January 11—Beef Quality Assurance
Training, Marshall County, Holly
Springs, MS

•

January 31 to February 3—Cattle
Industry Annual Convention and
Trade Show, Nashville, TN

•

February 9-10—Mississippi Cattlemen’s Association Annual Convention, Regency Inn, Jackson, MS

•

March 1—Hinds Community College
Bull Test Sale, Raymond, MS

•

May 8—South MS Gain on Forage
Bull Test Sale, Tylertown, MS

•

June 6-9—Beef Improvement Federation Annual Convention, Fort Collins,
CO
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The Mississippi Cattlemen Beef Quality Assurance (MS-BQA) program is a joint effort
supported by the Mississippi Cattlemen’s
Association, Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine, Mississippi
State University Extension Service, and the
Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation. The
program identifies areas in beef production
where defects in quality occur and offers
guidelines to help avoid them in Mississippi
beef production operations. The BQA trailer
shared with Louisiana has been a familiar
site to many producers around the state has
been replaced with more portable BQA displays updated with new information.

completed the MS-BQA materials and understand the MS-BQA guidelines.
The Mississippi Cattlemen BQA Program Reference Manual is available online at http://
msucares.com/pubs/publications/
p2258.pdf. Upon certification, you will be
mailed a certificate that shows you have
completed the MS-BQA materials and understand the MS-BQA guidelines. For more information about the MS-BQA program, contact
MS-BQA Coordinator Dr. Carla Huston at the
Mississippi State University College of Veterinary Medicine:
Dr. Carla Huston
Mailstop 9825
R1105C Wise Center
Mississippi State, MS
39762
(662) 325-1183
huston@cvm.msstate.edu
Upcoming BQA Trainings
December 5, 2006
Meridian, MS
6:30 p.m.
January 11, 2007
Marshall County
Holly Springs, MS

Beef Quality Assurance producer certification can be accomplished by attending a MSBQA training and by completing test questions and the personal contract. Make an
appointment to meet with your Extension
county director or veterinarian to complete
the process. These professionals should be
able to answer or find answers to any questions you have about the reference manual
and MS-BQA. Upon certification, you will be
mailed a certificate that shows you have

DVD Version
For the DVD version of the
MS-BQA training from the Master Cattle Producer program, contact Jane Parish in Extension Animal and Dairy Sciences at (662)
325-7466 or jparish@ads.msstate.edu.
MS-BQA Website
msucares.com/livestock/beef/bqa/
The MS-BQA website contains an updated
list of upcoming BQA training sessions along
with the BQA training materials, certification
exams, and producer contract.
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Beef Cattle Decision Support Tools Online

The NBCEC website contains the
latest information on beef cattle
genetic research and education at
www.nbcec.org/nbcec/

“…The software is suitable
for seedstock breeders or
commercial ranchers looking
to purchase bulls…”

The National Beef Cattle Evaluation Consortium working with Colorado State University
offers free decision support software online
for use in comparing beef sires for production and economic measures.
First, the user enters some basic production, management and economic information for their specific ranch. The software
then generates predictions of production,
revenue and costs. The user can then query
a comprehensive database of yearling and
active (AI) bulls provided by various breed
associations. Users can use various tools to
generate a shortlist of bulls of interest for
consideration. Then, for each of the bulls in
the shortlist, the program models the ramifications of using that bull.

The software is suitable for seedstock
breeders or for commercial ranchers looking
to purchase bulls. Other users including students and Extension agents can benefit
from the software by gaining an understanding of factors influencing herd productivity
and the sensitivity of production and economic factors to unique herd circumstances.
This beef cattle decision support tool is
available on the Internet at:

http://ert.agsci.colostate.edu/testing
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MBCIA Membership Application

Mississippi Beef Cattle Improvement
Association
Box 9815
Mississippi State, MS 39762

Name:____________________________________________

Phone: 662-325-7466
Fax: 662-325-8873
Email: jparish@ads.msstate.edu

City:______________________________________________

Send questions or comments about this
newsletter to Jane Parish, Extension Beef
Specialist, Mississippi State University
Extension Service
Mississippi State
University does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation or group
affiliation, age, disability, or veteran status.

Visit MBCIA online at
http://msucares.com/
livestock/beef/mbcia/

Address:__________________________________________

County:_________________ State:________ Zip:________
Phone:________________ Email:______________________
(Check one) Seedstock:____ Commercial:____
Cattle breed(s):_____________________________________
Completed applications and $5 annual dues payable to
Mississippi BCIA should be mailed to:
Mississippi Beef Cattle Improvement Association
c/o Jane Parish, Extension Beef Specialist
Box 9815, Mississippi State, MS 39762

BCIA Management Calendar—November 2006
GENERAL
Fill out a premises identification form for your farm from
the MS Board of Animal Health. Watch pasture conditions, and start offering hay before forage availability
becoming limiting. Protein supplementation may be
needed on residual summer grazing such as stockpiled
bermudagrass. It is not too late to test the quality of
stored forages and order winter supplements. Continue
monitoring supplemental feed prices and securing winter
feed supplies. Watch body condition, and group the herd
into winter-feeding groups such as mature cows with average condition, thin mature cows, and first-calf heifers.
Match forage and feeding programs to the nutritional
needs of each group. Keep proper free-choice minerals
and clean water available for cattle at all times. Maintain
a complete herd health program in consultation with a
veterinarian. Remove any remaining insecticidal ear tags.
As the weather cools down, watch for lice and treat cattle
as needed. Deworm and implant stockers as appropriate.
Continue good production and financial record keeping.
This is also a good time to service equipment.
SPRING CALVING—January, February, March
Check weaned calves regularly for health problems, and
make sure the nutritional program is providing adequate
gains. If culling is not complete, it should be finished this
month. Establish permanent identification (tattoos or
brands) for bred heifers that will remain in the herd. Replacement heifers will likely need to continue to grow at a
rate of 1 to 1.5 lbs. per day to meet target breeding
weights in early spring. Separate bred heifers from the
cows, and provide adequate supplemental nutrition as

fall forage quality declines. Monitor body condition closely
for the entire herd, and supplement thin cows and heifers
as needed. Feed lower quality hay to dry, pregnant cows,
saving the best hay for calving season. Start ordering calving supplies now so that they will be on hand in time for
calving. Check bred heifers frequently. They should begin
calving in December if bred ahead of the mature cow herd.
FALL CALVING—October, November, December
Start feeding a high magnesium mineral supplement about
30 days before lactating cattle are turned out onto lush
winter annual or tall fescue pastures. Maintain an adequate
inventory of calving supplies, including calf identification
tags and obstetric equipment. Keep fall-calving heifers and
cows close to handling facilities, observing cattle frequently.
After calving, plan to move cow-calf pairs to clean pasture.
Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant calves as appropriate,
and keep good calving records. Cow nutrient needs increase dramatically after calving. Make sure lactating cows
are in good condition for breeding. Begin breeding heifers
three to four weeks before the mature cow herd. Replacement heifers should be nearing 65% of their expected mature weight. Consult with a veterinarian to schedule prebreeding vaccinations. Weigh yearling cattle and calculate
adjusted weights and ratios. Plan for herd sire needs by
evaluating bulls and arranging breeding soundness exams.
Make sure bulls are in good condition. Trim feet if necessary. Consider the Fall 2006 BCIA Bull Sale as a source of
bulls with performance information. The sale will be at noon
on November 9, 2006 at the Hinds Community College
Sales Facility in Raymond.

