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          MSU research professor named crop science fellow
  
  
          January 4, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Community    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- A member of the Mississippi State University Plant and Soil Science Department has been named a Fellow of the Crop Science Society of America.


Research professor K. Raja Reddy received the honor at the society’s 2006 annual meeting in November. The Fellow designation is the highest honor the 4,500-member organization confers on its members. Reddy was one of just 10 selected for the honor in 2006. 

  
  

  
      
          [image: The Veterans Memorial Rose Garden is located at the Highway 182 entrance to Mississippi State University's Foil Plant Science Research Facility. In addition to use as a research and teaching facility, the rose garden is open to the public and can be scheduled for weddings and other events. (Photo by Bob Ratliff)]
  
  
          MSU rose garden finds new home
  
  
          January 4, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Flower Gardens    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Rose lovers will find a lot to like in a new garden on the Mississippi State University campus.


Researchers began working with landscape roses at MSU in 1982, and established a rose garden near the Enology Lab on the North Farm in 1985. In the mid-1990s, the garden moved to the teaching and research arboretum on the South Farm.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Cleveland prepares to salute agriculture
  
  
          January 11, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Agriculture    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Mississippi’s oldest regional farm show will salute the state’s $6 billion agricultural industry during the Jan. 16-17 event in Cleveland.


Farmers and agricultural consultants across the region will converge on the Bolivar County Exposition Center, located on Highway 61 North, for the 34th annual Delta Ag Expo.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Nature training attracts group leaders, teachers
  
  
          January 11, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Environment    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Teachers, 4-H agents, volunteers and other group leaders are among those who are invited to take part in a two-day facilitator training for people interested in conservation activities.


Mississippi State University’s Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is sponsoring the Leopold Education Project training Feb. 8-9 at the Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Conference preps 4-H volunteers for service
  
  
          January 11, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     4-H    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- An army of volunteers is largely responsible for the success of 4-H, and once a year, this group has the chance to meet to renew their enthusiasm and better equip themselves for the task of working with youth.


4-H volunteer adult leaders from across the state are gathering March 2-4 at the Bost Extension Center at Mississippi State University for the state’s annual 4-H Volunteer Leaders’ Conference. This year’s theme is “4-H Volunteers Gearing Up for the Race.” The deadline for registration is Feb. 1.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Plum Island study opens career doors
  
  
          January 18, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Animal Health    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Several veterinary students at Mississippi State University have taken advantage of opportunities to learn about foreign animal diseases that could threaten the nation's domestic animals.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Preparation can limit icy weather dangers
  
  
          January 18, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Farm Safety, Community    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Mississippi's mostly mild climate can show an ugly side unexpectedly, and ice storms are an occasional nasty part of life in the state.


The accumulation of ice knocks down power lines and trees, cutting off the electricity to many homes and communities and making driving dangerous. For others, the intense cold can be deadly, especially when electricity is needed to keep a house warm.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Mississippians prepare to begin life changes
  
  
          January 18, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Health    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- A 20-county effort to improve the health of Mississippians is spreading across the state with all programs set to be under way by the end of February.


Organizers for the 12-week Mississippi in Motion project cite the state’s poor health report card as the motivation for this potentially life-changing program.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Short course will help gardeners grow, enjoy roses
  
  
          January 23, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Flower Gardens    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- An upcoming interactive video short course will provide rose enthusiasts with tips for growing and enjoying healthy plants.


The five-week course will meet from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays from March 20 until April 17. The American Rose Society Gulf District and Mississippi State University’s Extension Service in cooperation with the Mississippi Master Gardener Association are sponsoring the course.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Homegrown flowers save money, cost time
  
  
          January 25, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Family    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- The decision to use homegrown flowers may cut wedding costs, but at what price?


Julie Reeves of Starkville wanted to help with her son's May 1999 wedding.


“We wanted so many flowers that we knew we couldn't afford to pay a florist for all of them. It seemed like the effort would be worth it,” she said. “There really wasn't much cost involved, just a lot of effort.”

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Children at weddings can bring excitement
  
  
          January 25, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Children and Parenting    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Whether as guests or part of the wedding party, children add an element of uncertainty that may or may not be welcome at these ceremonies.


Louise Davis, child and family development specialist with the Mississippi State University Extension Service, said a simple rule of thumb is to bring children to weddings if they are invited and are 5 years or older.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Plan before wedding to blend new families
  
  
          January 25, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Family Dynamics    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- With almost half of all marriages today being remarriages, a bride and a groom often go home to a newly created family rather than set out to start their own.


Joe Wilmoth, assistant professor of human development and family studies in Mississippi State University's College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, said stepfamilies face incredibly diverse challenges.

  
  

  
      
          [image: Maci and Graham Flautt, who now reside in Sumner, Miss., chose a beach location for their Sept. 5, 2004, wedding in Gulf Shores, Ala. This wedding destination offered the couple all the special details of a traditional wedding, but in an untraditional setting. (Photo used with permission)]
  
  
          Destination weddings solve location dilemmas
  
  
          January 25, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Family    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- When couples cannot decide between traditional wedding locations, the South offers some ideal spots away -- but not far -- from home.


Mississippi couples do not have to travel to Hawaii or the Bahamas to find romantic settings. Beaches, resorts and antebellum homes are a few of the sites gaining popularity in what is known as destination weddings.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Peanut crop is gaining ground in Mississippi
  
  
          February 1, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Peanuts    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Mississippi producers are showing that working for peanuts is not a bad thing.


The state produced the second highest per acre peanut yield in the country in 2005 with between 1.7 and 1.8 tons grown per acre. Since 2001, Mississippi jumped from obscurity in peanut circles to No. 9 in the nation on the strength of about 17,000 acres of the crop. Peanut acreage is expected to increase about 10 percent this year.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Contamination affects rice planting decisions in 2007
  
  
          February 1, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Rice    
           By Robert H. Wells

Delta Research and Extension Center


STONEVILLE -- Rice producers will need to consider other variety options this year after losing the popular variety Cheniere to contamination.


“The discovery in August of Liberty Link Rice 601 contamination in U.S. commercial long-grain rice supplies will significantly affect variety selection for Mississippi rice producers in 2007,” said Tim Walker, assistant agronomist at Mississippi State University's Delta Research and Extension Center in Stoneville.
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          Research tunes in on termites
  
  
          February 1, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Forestry, Pests    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Research by Mississippi State University scientists has yielded a new weapon in homeowners' battle with wood-destroying termites.


Terry Amburgey of MSU's Forest Products Laboratory and employees of the U.S. Forest Service were called to Hawaii by the U.S. Navy about 14 years ago to combat infestations of Formosan termites in wooden poles supporting communications antennas at a naval base.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Workshops address profits on small farms
  
  
          February 1, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Commercial Horticulture, Fruit    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Upcoming workshops in Jackson will address landowners’ potential to produce fruit and vegetables for a profit on small tracts of land.


Experienced and beginner farmers can benefit from a series of three workshops that will take place from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Feb. 10, 24 and March 10 at the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Museum in Jackson. Sponsors of the workshops include the Mississippi State University Extension Service, the Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce, and the Mississippi Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Institute helps solve human-wildlife conflicts
  
  
          February 8, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Nuisance Wildlife and Damage Management    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Flying low across the water, looking for a good meal, the black-crowned night heron quickly caught the attention of Mississippi catfish producers.


Farmers first noticed the 22- to 28-inch, stocky-bodied bird in the spring of 2004. With its black cap, gray wings and red eyes, the bird concerned producers because it appeared to prefer feeding on 6- to 7-inch catfish fingerlings.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Tomato short course aims to help growers
  
  
          February 8, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Greenhouse Tomatoes    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- Greenhouse tomato growers and people with an interest in this business should mark their calendars for the 17th annual greenhouse tomato short course to be held in Raymond March 6-9.

  
  

  
      
          
  
  
          Learn how to manage a natural resource business
  
  
          February 8, 2007        -  
      Filed Under:     Wildlife Economics and Enterprises    
           MISSISSIPPI STATE -- A one-day workshop for farmers, landowners and resource managers will provide the tools to start and manage a natural resource enterprise. 


The March 20 event will begin at 8 a.m. at Cato Baptist Church in southern Rankin County. Following lunch, the afternoon session will be located on and hosted by Springwater Ranch, which is 15 minutes southeast from downtown Brandon. Activities will conclude about 4 p.m.
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